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PREFACE 

T^HE remarks under this head are intended 
^ to be introductory to each of the Manuals. 
First, as to the spirit in which they are of- 
fered. These Manuals are not written in a 
controversial spirit, nor as an addition to the 
stock of theories awaiting public approval. 
The writers have no time to waste in arguing 
with people who do not wish to be convinced, 
or who ridicule everything which is new to 
their limited outlook. Their message is for 
those who desire to know — those who are 
seeking for something that will solve their 
doubts and remove their difficulties. For such, 
all that is needed is a clear exposition of the 
Theosophical teachings; for they will judge 
of the truth of a teaching by its power to an- 
swer the questions they ask. People realize, 
much more now than in the early days of the 
Theosophical Society, the value of Theosophy; 
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for the ever-increasing difficulties engendered 
by selfishness and materialism^ by doubt and 
the multiplicity of theories, have created an 
urgent demand which it alone can satisfy. 

Again, it is necessary to state clearly and 
emphatically the genuine teachings of Theo- 
sophy, as given by the Founder of the Theo- 
sophical Society, H. P. Blavatsky, and her 
successors, William Q. Judge, and Katherine 
Tingley. For, as H. P. Blavatsky predicted, 
there are persons who have sought to pervert 
these teachings and turn them into a source 
of profit to themselves and their own selfish 
and ambitious schemes. The true teachings 
do not lend themselves to such purposes ; their 
ideals are of the purest and most unselfish. 
Hence these persons have sought to promul- 
gate under the name of Theosophy a perverted 
form of the teachings, from which Brotherli- 
ness and other pure motives are omitted, and 
which contains doctrines which H. P. Blavat- 
sky showed to be maleficent and destructive. 
As these pseudo-Theosophists have gained a 
certain amount of notoriety by using the names 
of the Theosophical Society and its Leaders, 
It js ijecessary to warn the public against them 
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and their misrepresentations. Their teachings 
can easily be shown, by comparison, to be di- 
rectly contrary to those of H. P. Blavatsky, 
whom they nevertheless profess to follow. In- 
stead of having for their basis self-sacrifice, 
self-purification, and the elevation of the hu- 
man race, these teachings too often pander to 
ambition, vanity^ and curiosity. In many cases 
they are altogether ridiculous, and only cal- 
culated to make people laugh. Nevertheless, 
as these travesties have served to discredit the 
name of Theosophy and to keep earnest in- 
quirers away from the truth, it is well that the 
public should know their nature and origin. 
They are the work of people who were at one 
time members of the Theosophical Society, 
but who did not find in it that food for their 
own personalities of which they were really in 
search. So they turned against their teachers 
in wounded pride and vanity, and started little 
societies of their own — with themselves at 
the head. 

The writers of these Manuals have no per- 
sonal grievance against any such calumniators. 
Inspired by a profound love of the sublime 
teachings of Theosophy, they VvaN^ TaaAfc >X 
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their life-work to bring the benefits which they 
have thereby received within the reach of as 
many people as possible. And they feel that 
they will have the hearty sympathy and co- 
operation of the public in exposing folly and 
bringing the truth to light. 

Theosophy strikes unfamiliar ground in* 
modem civilization^ because it does not come 
under any particular one of the familiar head- 
ings of Religion, Science, Philosophy, etc., into 
which our age has divided its speculative ac- 
tivities. It dates back to a period in the history 
of mankind when such distinctions did not ex- 
ist, but there was one Gnosis or Knowledge 
embracing all. Religion and Science, as we 
have them today, are but imperfect growths 
springing from the remnants of that great 
ancient system, the Wisdom-Religion, which 
included all that we now know as religion and 
science, and much more. Hence Theosophy 
will not appeal to the same motives as religion 
and science. It will not offer any cheap and 
easy salvation or put a premium upon mental 
inactivity and spiritual selfishness. Neither can 
it accommodate itself to the rules laid down 
by various schools of modem thought as to 
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what constitutes proof and what does not. 
But it can and does appeal to the Reason. 
The truth of doctrines such as Theosophy 
maintains, can only be estimated by their 
ability to solve problems and by their harmony 
with other truths which we know to be true. 
But in addition to this we have the testimony 
of the ages, which has been too long neglected 
by modern scholarship, but which is now being 
revealed by archaeologists and scholars, as 
H. P. Blavatsky prophesied that it would in 
this century. 

It may perhaps be as well also to remind 
those who would criticise, that the state of 
modern opinion is scarcely such as to warrant 
anybody in assuming the attitude of a judge. 
It would be quite proper for a Theosophist, 
instead of answering questions or attempting 
to give proofs, to demand that his questioners 
should first state their own case, and to be 
himself the questioner. The result would cer- 
tainly show that Theosophy, to say the very 
least, stands on an equal footing with any 
other view, since there is no certain know- 
ledge, no satisfying explanation, to be foutid 
ansrwhere. 
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Since the days when the wave of material- 
ism swept over the world, obliterating the 
traces of the ancient Wisdom-Religion and 
replacing it by theological dogmatism, our re- 
ligions have had nothing to offer us in the way 
of a philosophical explanation of the laws of 
Being as revealed in Man and in Nature. 
Instead we have only had bare statements 
and dogmatic assertions. The higher nature 
of man is represented by such vague words 
as Spirit and Soul, which have little or no 
meaning for the majority. The laws of the 
universe are briefly summed up under the 
term " God/' and all further consideration of 
them shut off. Then came a reaction against 
the dogmatism of religion, and man pinned 
his faith to knowledge gained by study and 
reflection, limiting his researches, however, to 
the outer world as presented by the senses, 
and fearing to trench upon the ground which 
dogmatic theology had rendered the field of 
so much contention. The result of this has 
been that neither in religions nor sciences, 
have we any teaching about the higher nature 
of man or the deeper mysteries of the universe. 
This is a field which is left entirely unexplored, 
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or is at best the subject of tentative and un- 
guided conjectures. 

Until, therefore, religious teachers have 
something definite, consistent, and satisfac- 
tory to offer, and until science can give us 
something better than mere confessions of 
nescience or impudent denials with regard to 
ever)^hing beyond its own domain, Theosophy 
can afford to assume the role of questioner 
rather than that of questioned, and does not 
owe anybody any explanations whatever. It 
is sufficient to state its tenets and let them 
vindicate themselves by their greater reason- 
ableness; and any further explanation that 
may be offered is offered rather from good 
will than from any obligation. 

Theosophy undertakes to explain that which 
other systems leave unexplained, and is, on 
its own special ground, without a competitor. 
It can issue a challenge to theology, science, 
and other modern systems, to surpass it in 
giving a rational explanation of the facts of 
life. 

Again, there are some questions which it is 
beyond the reach of the human mind, in its 
present stage of development, to answer ; and 
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It would scarcely be just to arraign Theosophy 
for not answering these. 

Judgment should in all cases be preceded 
by careful study. There are always those 
who will impatiently rush to questions which 
a further study would have rendered un- 
necessary; and it is safe to say that the 
majority of " objections " raised to Theosoph- 
ical teachings are such as could have been 
solved by the objector himself, had he been 
a genuine student. In the ordinary courses 
of education, scholars are required and are 
content, to accept provisionally many of the 
teachers' statements, in full confidence that 
further study will explain what in the begin- 
ning cannot be made clear. In the same 
spirit an earnest student of Theosophy will 
be wise enough to hold many of his difficul- 
ties in reserve, until, by further investigation, 
he has gained better acquaintance with his 
subject. In the case of those who are not 
willing to adopt these wise and patient meth- 
ods of study, it may be reasonably questioned 
whether they are the more anxious to learn 
or to disprove. 

Above all it is sought to make these Man- 
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uals such that they shall appeal to the heart 
and not merely to the head; that they shall 
be of practical service to the reader in the 
problems of his daily life, and not mere intel- 
lectual exercises. For there have been in 
past days books written by persons more dis- 
tinguished for a certain grade of mental nim- 
bleness than for heartfelt devotion to the 
cause of truth; and these have appealed only 
to those people who love intricate philosophi- 
cal problems better than practical work. But 
as H. P. Blavatsky so frequently urged, the 
message of Theosophy is for suffering human- 
ity; and the great Teachers, whose sole pur- 
pose is to bring to mankind the Light of 
Truth and the saving grace of real Brother- 
liness can have no interest in catering for 
the mental curiosity of merely a few well- 
to-do individuals. Even soulless men, said 
H. P. Blavatsky, can be brilliantly intellectual ; 
but for those who are in earnest in their de- 
sire to reach the higher life intellectual fire- 
works alone will have little attraction. We 
intend, therefore, to keep the practical aspect 
of the teachings always to the front, and to 
show, as far as possible, that tVv^'j ^\^ ^\vdX 
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they claim to be — the gospel of a new hope 
and salvation for humanity. 

These Booklets are not all the product of 
a single pen, but are written by different 
Students at the International Headquarters 
of the Universai, Brothisrhood and Theo- 
SOPHICAI, Society at Point Loma, California. 
Each writer has contributed his own quota to 
the series. 

For further explanations on Theosophy 
generally, the reader is referred to the Book 
List published elsewhere in this volume and to 
the other Manuals of this series, which treat 
of Theosophy and the various Theosophical 
teachings. 
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CYCLIC LAW UNIVERSAL 

\X7HATEVER attention men of science 
^ may have given to the action of cyclic 
law in some realms of nature, it is certain that 
in recent times little notice has been taken of 
it by most Western peoples. We are doubtiess 
more or less conscious of the reign of law in 
terrestrial as in sidereal affairs. " History 
repeats itself " is a trite saying, often applied 
to the petty as well as to the larger events 
of life. But we have surely not gained more 
than a faint notion of the universality of this 
law — in everything from tiniest atoms to cir- 
cling universes ; in living forces ; in our emo- 
tions, aspirations, intelligence; in individual 
and racial consciousness : in all the panorama 
of life, whether visible or invisible. Nor do 
we seem to have learned so to use, or rather 
to respect, cyclic laws, as to redeem or free 
from the action of lower forces — or, putting 
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It more exactly, so to use inner cyclic laws 
as to free or transmute outer ones, and thus 
to open the path of a true and boundless 
freedom within the regions of equally true 
and illimitable law. 

The doctrine of cycles, one of the teachings 
met with in the study of Theosophy, is no 
merely metaphysical fancy, but will be found 
to be something which can be not only verified 
by study and observation, but seized upon and 
applied practically in everyday life; and this 
even without very much effort, yet producing 
results beneficent, sane, and far-reaching. 

We shall first glance at some manifesta- 
tions of cyclic law in the world about us. 
In the effort to do so, we shall be inevitably 
confronted with some apparent "mysteries," 
which will probably suggest the action of 
definite laws belonging to inner causal realms. 
We may be led to perceive a fact which the 
latest scientific thought has already formulated 
regarding the phenomenal world — namely, 
that there are very few laws known to science 
or philosophy behind which there may not be 
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higher laws capable of either "upsetting," 
"reversing," or at least modifying effects hith- 
erto considered inevitable under given circum- 
stances. In short, our knowledge of nature's 
laws being relative and limited, we shall per- 
haps realize that the barriers of the known 
continually recede; and thus we may be en- 
couraged fearlessly yet reverently to press 
onward. We shall never rise above the do- 
main of Law, but we may reach places where 
the picture of formerly imagined laws — e. g. 
the " law of universal gravitation " — will be 
seen to be nothing more than a necessary 
though passing stage in the evolution of hu- 
man intelligence, itself under cyclic laws of 
development. 

It need hardly be said that every thought of 
force or value in this as in the other Manuals 
of this series is taken mainly from the teach- 
ings or writings of H. P. Blavatsky, William 
Q. Judge, and Katherine Tingley, the three 
Leaders of the Theosophical Movement in this 
era ; or is at least derived from these teachings, 
to which all earnest students of life ^VsKjsaJA 
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refer for fuller information and guidance — 
because in these teachings will be found epi- 
tomized much more of those of the ancient 
Wisdom-Religion than can readily be found 
in offshoots or commentaries. 

In the domains of biology and pathology the 
existence of cyclic law has not escaped atten- 
tion. The following passage is from the Med- 
ical Review, July, 1844: 

There is a harmony of numbers in all nature; 
in the force of gravity, in the planetary movements, 
in the laws of heat, light, electricity and chemical 
affinity, in the forms of animals and plants, in the 
perception of the mind. The direction, indeed, of 
modem natural and physical science, is towards a 
generalization which shall express the fundamental 
laws of all, by one simple numerical ratio. We would 
refer to Professor Whewell's Philosophy of the In- 
ductive Sciences, and to Mr. Hay's researches into 
the laws of harmonious color and form. From these 
it appears that the number seven is distinguished in 
the laws regulating the harmonious perception of 
forms, colors and sounds, and probably of taste 
also, if we could analyse our sensations of this kind. 

So much so, indeed, that more than one 
physician has stood aghast at the persistent 
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septenary return of the cycles in the rise and 
fall of various complaints, and naturalists have 
felt themselves at an utter loss to explain this 
law. As H. Grattan Guinness, F. r. g. s., 
wrote : 

The birth, growth, maturity, vital functions, decay 
and death, of insects, reptiles, fishes, birds, mam- 
mals, and even of man, are more or less controlled 
by a law of completion in weeks, 

i. e., cycles of seven days. Dr. Laycock 
(Lancet, 1842-3), writing on the Periodicity 
of Vital Phenomena, records a "most remark- 
able illustration and confirmation of the law 
in insects," and having given a number of 
illustrations from natural history, the doctor 
adds: 

The facts I have briefly glanced at are general 
facts, and cannot happen day after day in so many 
millions of animals of every kind, from the Larva 
or Ovum of a Minute Insect up to Man, at different 
periods, from a mere chance or coincidence, I think 
it impossible to come to any less general conclusion 
than this, that in animals, changes occur every three 
and a half, seven, fourteen, twenty-one, or twenty- 
eight days, or at some definite number oi nneeA^s, 
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or septenary cycles. Again, the same Dr. 

Laycoclc states that: 

Whatever type the fever may exhibit, there will 
he a paroxysm on the seventh day, . . . the four- 
teenth will he remarkahle as a day of amendmeni 
. . . [either cure or death taking place]. If the 
fourth [paroxysm] be severe, and the fifth less so, 
the disease will end at the seventh paroxysm, and 
. . . change for the better . . . will be seen on the 
fourteenth day, namely, about three or four o'clock 
a. m., when the system is most languid. 

Thus materialistic science — medicine, the 
most materialistic of all — applies occult laws 
to diseases, studies natural history with its 
help,' recognizes its presence as a fact in na- 
ture, and yet must needs pooh-pooh the same 
archaic knowledge when claimed as part of 
the truths known to the ancient Wisdom- 
Religion! For if the mysterious Septenary 
Cycle is a law in nature, and it is one, as prov- 
en; if it is found controlling evolution and 
involution (or death) in the realms of entomo- 
logy, ichthylogy and ornithology, as in the 
kingdom of the animals, mammalia and man 
— why cannot it be present and acting in Kos- 
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mos, in general, in its natural (though occult) 
divisions of time, races, and mental develop- 
ment ? And why, furthermore, should not the 
most ancient Adepts have studied and thor- 
oughly mastered these cyclic laws under all 
their aspects? Indeed, Dr. Stratton states as 
a physiological and pathological fact, that 

in health the human pulse is more frequent in the 
morning than the evening for six days out of seven; 
and that on the seventh day it is slower, — (Edin. 
Med. and Surg, Journal, Jan. 1843) 

Why, then, should not Theosophy show the 
same in cosmic and terrestrial life in the pulse 
of the planets and races? Dr. Laycock di- 
vides life by three great septenary periods : the 
first and last each stretching over twenty-one 
years, and the central period or prime of life 
lasting twenty-eight years, or four times seven. 
He subdivides the first into seven distinct 
stages, and the other two into three minor 
periods, and says that: 

The fundamental unit of the greater periods is 
one week of seven days, each day being twelve hours; 
[and that] single and compound multiples cA ^\^ 
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unit, determine the length of these periods by the 
same ratio, as multiples of the unit of twelve hours 
determine the lesser periods. This law binds all per- 
iodic vital phenomena together, and links the periods 
observed in the lowest annulose animals, with those 
of man himself, the highest of the vertebrata. 

If Science does this why should the latter 
scorn the occult information, namely, that 
(speaking Dr. Laycock's language) " one week 
of the manvantaric {lunar) fortnight of four- 
teen days (or seven Manus), that fortnight of 
twelve hours in a day representing the seven 
periods or seven races — is now passed"? 
This language of science fits the esoteric doc- 
trine admirably. We (mankind) have lived 
over "a week of seven days, each day being 
twelve hours'* since three and a half races are 
now gone forever, the fourth is submerged, 
and we are now in the Fifth Race. We shall 
return to glance at the meaning of this state- 
ment presently, and meanwhile it is interesting 
to note that the Hebrew word for "week" 
is Seven; and any length of time divided in 
seven parts would have meant a "week" in 
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their day — even 49,000,000 years, as it is 
seven times seven millions. But their calcu- 
lation is septiform throughout. 

In these days of continual discovery of 
" new " sets of invisible rays and radio-activity 
of various kinds, it need surprise no one to 
learn that certain rays from the moon exert 
potent influences upon both vegetable and ani- 
mal life. And it will be noted that the four 
quarters of the moon's cycle are each a week 
in duration. Granting other influences from 
the seven-fold radiance of the sun, and having 
regard to the daily, monthly and annual cycles 
of these two orbs, it is easy to see how vast 
a network of subtle invisible forces controlling 
vital phenomena are swayed by the movements 
of sun, earth, and moon alone. Nor would it 
be altogether fatuous or unscientific in these 
days, to imagine that the other bodies in the 
solar system also exert definite and cyclic in- 
fluences in majestic correspondence with their 
apparent movements across the firmament. 

Were we to admit all this as ascertained 
scientific fact, it is at least easy to perceive 
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that we have in the solar system a perfect 
mechanism to serve as the foundation of much 
in the cyclic phenomena of all terrestrial life, 
something in fact which would illuminate 
many problems in biology, to go no further. 
If we ventured a step further, however, re- 
membering that all the elements, cognitions 
and forces that make us Man (or at least po- 
tential Man) are themselves invisible and im- 
ponderable — for what ordinary mortal ever 
saw our thoughts, aspirations, emotions or de- 
sires ? — remembering also that the most subtle 
and elusive powers in nature (e. g., the h)rpo- 
thetical "ether," with its myriad correlations, 
and " gravitation " ) are being daily proved to 
possess dynamic and formative power in in- 
verse ratio to their perceptibleness (the subtler 
the force, the more powerful its effects), we 
surely need not hesitate to conclude that all the 
formative intelligent and dynamic powers that 
lie back of these cycling orbs in space, or of 
the tiniest atom, do in fact reside in the invis- 
ible and imponderable side of nature; while 
suns, moons, earth, plants and animals with 
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their countless emanations, are but outer ap- 
pearances or effects, and in fact are further 
away from reality, in exactly the inverse ratio 
of their apparent solidity. 

Granting so much for the sake of argument, 
it would be evident that the true cyclic laws 
controlling these planetary movements and 
their corresponding influences on terrestrial 
life must reside wholly in the noumenal, invis- 
ible, causal realms, as conjectured by both 
Newton and Leibnitz; and a further obvious 
inference would be that there must be different 
regions of subtlety in these realms — some for 
instance, determining the spheres of huge ag- 
gregated living and conscious forces; others 
supervising the myriads of minor elemental 
lives that build up the outer vestures of each 
great center, just as there is a unit-conscious- 
ness controlling the action of the myriads of 
tiny lives in our body. 
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ROUNDS OF HUMAN EVOLUTION 

npHE ancient teaching is that everything in 
"*• the universe, including the universe it- 
self, is under cyclic law. Analogy being one 
of the great keys in such studies, we should 
expect to find that just as we have day and 
night, summer and winter, waking and sleep- 
ing, birth and death; so worlds, suns, sun- 
systems, universes and the Kosmos, each has 
its days and nights, summers and winters, 
waking and sleeping states, ^'births" and 
" deaths." 

And so, in the noumenal realms, vast per- 
iods of time are necessary to build up the dif- 
ferent strata of form and conscious life which 
finally converge upon the objective world as 
we know it. From a kind of idealized cosmic 
substance, which is both spirit and matter, cos- 
mic will and intelligence spin a web reaching 
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through the seven worlds or states from the 
purely spiritual side of nature down to the ob- 
jective and material. The details of the pro- 
cess are naturally too vast and complex to be 
comprehended, but so much of the later pro- 
cesses can at least be outlined as will enable 
a glimpse of the action of cyclic laws to be 
reached. 

As a result of the seven-fold cosmic forces 
— Intelligence, Motion, Vital Electricity, Mag- 
netism, Astral Radiation or Emanation, Heat 
and Light — each center of life, planetary or 
atomic, becomes finally endowed with a sep- 
tenary nature, swept by and responding to 
these septenary forces under cyclic laws. Thus 
in the case of the earth (which according to the 
ancient teaching is the " child " of the moon) 
the real earth exists on four distinct "planes" 
or realms of inner nature, the visible world 
being the lowest of these. The degree of ma- 
teriality or density of this lower state, itself 
changes throughout the aeons of time. 

The teaching is that "countless millions" of 
years ago (approximate figures will be foutvd 
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in The Secret Doctrine), certain "rounds" 
of evolutionary forces passed through that 
seven-fold center in space which was later 
to become the earth, and that we are now in 
the fourth of these "rounds." Each "round" 
was concerned with the building up of ele- 
ments and vehicles for various forms of min- 
eral, vegetable and animal life under various 
hierarchies of cosmic powers, and at a certain 
stage suitable vehicles for the entrance of 
highei; hierarchies, of a divine consciousness 
belonging to older cycles, were finally pro- 
duced. This was the " Fall " of the angels, 
who sacrificed their divine natures in order 
that a consciously divine race should ultimately 
reign on earth. These have to pass through 
their self-elected pilgrimage through matter, 
under the cyclic laws sweeping round the 
seven-fold world, of which the visible earth, 
as already said, is the lowest and most mater- 
ial ; and it is accomplished during each Round 
through seven great Races already referred 
to, of which in this Fourth Round " three and 
a half" are gone, the Fourth (the Atlantean 
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epoch) submerged, and the Fifth is now in 
progress. Each Great Race is further divided 
into seven great sub-races, of which the pres- 
ent, the "Aryan," is the fifth. 

Moreover, each Round, Race, and great sub- 
race is, according to the laws of correspond- 
ence, concerned mainly with the involution 
and evolution of one or other of the prin- 
ciples which go to make up the future com- 
plete Man. 

Thus we learn that the present Great 
Race is destined primarily to develop within 
the limits of cyclic law, the Higher Intuitional 
Mind or Human Soul, as distinguished from 
that other aspect of. Mind which is more con- 
nected with our emotions, desires, and pas- 
sions. This evolution, however, will only be 
fully attained during the next or Fifth Round. 

The next point to remember is that these 
cyclic waves of super-terrestrial forces and 
intelligences, which vibrate through every at- 
om of the very air we breathe, are themselves 
involved in greater and lesser subdivisions, so 
that in studying the question we can steQ dov<w 
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in thought from millions to thousands of years, 
thence to centuries, single years, days, hours, 
minutes and seconds, and still be tracing the 
action of the particular element, force, or 
intelligence under review. (Some scientific 
writers have recently been tracing analogies 
between the conditions of the infinitely small 
and the infinitely great.) As an instance of 
our independence, in such a study, of time as 
a bar to comprehension, a period of 100,000 
years will be found to bear the same propor- 
tion to the duration of one Grand Era of 
objective conscious Kosmic Life, as one sec- 
ond of our time bears to a hundred years. 



THE THREE, SEVEN, AND TEN 

While seven is the " number of the mani- 
fested " on all planes of being, three is always 
inevitably and philosophically the number of 
the overshadowing noumenal ; hence we should 
expect to find cycles of both seven and ten 
and their multiples having an appreciable in- 
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fluence in our progress toward the goal of 
Fifth Race evolution. 

Thus, for example, if a wave of spiritual 
aspiration lasts for thirty years, we should 
expect to see it followed by an attempt at 
realization lasting seventy years, to be succeed- 
ed by another wave of spiritual energy. If 
one of these initial waves happened to coincide 
with several similar ones of larger cyclic 
sweep, we should expect to see the force 
enormously intensified. 

A careful study of Eastern Chronology — 
which embraces periods so vast as to be be- 
yond the dreams of even the most prominent 
western geologists, and withal so accurate in 
astronomical calculation, as to put in the shade 
our vaunted modern knowledge of astronomy 
— combined with a study of modem history, 
will be found to confirm the teachings of 
Theosophy: on the one hand that waves of 
such aspiration and effort have occurred every 
hundred years ; and on the other, that several 
larger cycles recently culminated simultan- 
eously with the appearance on earth ot tbft. 



18 DOCTRINE OP CYCLES 

Teachers and Teachings of the Ancient Wis- 
dom-Religion, in fuller public form than has 
been known for five thousand years. This of 
course must correspond to something in hu- 
manity capable of receiving and rising to these 
tremendous though subtle cyclic forces, for 
as Katherine Tingley said a few years ago : 
"a new energy has been liberated from the 
center of life." 

This must affect all on earth, whether at 
first conscious of it or not, and the teachings 
of Theosophy are therefore a necessity of the 
age we live in, a response to an inner demand 
for truth in the hearts and souls of men at 
this time, and for this century; and they are 
thus seen to be in harmony with cyclic law. 

The cardinal features of these teachings 
have been outlined in the earlier Manuals. 



Ill 



CYCLIC IMPRESSION 

'IXT'E may turn our attention to the action 
of cyclic law in our own lives and read 
if we please something of the inherent or im- 
plied correspondences to the larger cycles of 
human destiny. Its mode of action is by im- 
pression. The growing form, whether it be 
a nucleated cell, an egg, an embryo, a plant, 
an animal, or man^ responds to and is affected 
by the different cyclic forces impinging upon 
its inner nature. These result in gradual modi- 
fications of form, and of capacity to receive 
further cyclic impulses or impressions. Thus 
the thoughts and acts performed by a nation 
constitute a collective impression. When we 
take part in gatherings, religious, social, 
scientific, or what not, definite impressions 
accrue. When we have a quarrel and get an- 
gry, an impression remains in our natures^ ^.% 
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much subject to cyclic law as the moon, and 
the stars, and the world, and it is one far more 
important as affecting our personal develop- 
ment or evolution than all these other great 
things; for while these affect us in the mass, 
those little ones affect us in detail. 

This law of impression may be illustrated. 
If we look at an incandescent lamp the light 
makes an image on the retina, and if we then 
shut the eyes, the bright filament will still be 
seen. If we keep the eyes closed and watch 
intently we shall see the image come back a 
certain number of times, it will stay a certain 
number of counts, go away the same length 
of time and return, always changing in some 
respect but always the image of the filament, 
until at last it disappears, apparently because 
other impressions have covered it over. So 
there is a return even in the retina of the im- 
pressions of this filament. After the first time, 
the color changes each time, and so it keeps 
coming back at regular intervals, showing that 
there is a cyclic return of impression in the 
retina, and if that applies in one place, it 
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applies in every place. And when we look into 
our moral character we find the same thing, 
for as we have tides in the ocean, so in man we 
have tides, which are called return of these 
impressions ; that is to say, we do a thing once, 
there will be a tendency to repeat; we do it 
twice, and it doubles its influence. And so on 
all through our character we have this con- 
stant return of cyclic impression. 

We have these impressions from every point 
in space, every experience we have been 
through, everything that we can possibly go 
through at any time, even those things which 
our forefathers went through. And that is 
not unjust for this reason, that our forefathers 
furnished the line of bodily encasement, and 
we can not enter that line of bodily encase- 
ment unless we are like unto it ; arid for that 
reason we must have been at some point in 
that cycle in that same line or family in the 
past ; so that we must have had a hand in con- 
structing the particular family line in which 
we now exist, and are once more taking up 
the cyclic impression returning upotv m^. 
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Now this has the greatest possible bearing 
upon our evolution as particular individuals, 
the evolution of our bodily life. An opportun- 
ity arises for us to do something; we do not 
do it ; we may not have it again for a hundred 
years. It is the return before us of some old 
thing that was good, if it is a good one, along 
the line of the cycles. The opportunity may 
not return until another life, but it will return 
under the same law. 

Or to take another case. A man is trying 
to find out things about his psychic nature, 
perhaps, but pays no attention to the return of 
the impression which he creates. He has 
times of depression which he can not explain, 
and perhaps someone draws his attention to 
the fact that these are periodic. He does not 
know what to do, however, until possibly a 
friend, who knows something of these cyclic 
laws, advises him to compel himself to feel 
joyous, even against his will, and if he could 
not have done that, then to have tried to 
feel the joy of others. By doing that, he 
would have implanted in himself another im- 
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pression, that is of joy, so that when this thing 
returned, instead of being of the same quality 
and extension, it would have been changed by 
the impression of joy or elation, and the two 
things coming together would have counter- 
acted each other, just as two billiard balls 
ccnning together try to counteract each other's 
movements. This applies to every person who 
has the "blues." When it comes, start up 
something else, start up cheerfulness, be good 
to someone, then try to relieve some other per- 
son who is despondent, and another impres- 
sion will have been started which will return 
at the same time. It does not make any differ- 
ence if we wait a day or two to make the 
attempt, for when the old cyclic impression 
returns it will have dragged up the new one 
because it is related to it by association. 



IV 

THE RETURN OF RACES 

np HIS has a bearing also on the question 
•** of the civilization in which we are a 
point ourselves. For who are we really? 
Where are we going? Where have we come 
frcMn? The old Egyptians disappeared. If 
we examine Egyptian history, the most in- 
teresting because the most obscure, we shall 
find the writers saying that that civilization 
seems to rise to the zenith at once. We do 
not see when it began. The civilization was 
so great it must have existed an enormous 
length of time to get to that height, so that 
we cannot trace it from its beginning, and it 
disappears suddenly from the sky; there is 
nothing of it left but the enormous remains 
which testify to these great things, for the 
ancient Egyptians not only made mummies in 
which they displayed the art of bandaging 
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that we cannot better, but they had put every- 
thing to such a degree of specialization that 
we must conclude they had many centuries of 
civilization. There was a specialist for one 
eye and a specialist for the other, a specialist 
for the eyebrow, and so on. 

We are the Egyptians ! We have come back 
again, after our five thousand or so years' 
cycle, and we have dragged back with us some 
one called the Semitic race, with which we are 
connected by some old impression that we can- 
not get rid of, and so upon us is impinged that 
very Semitic image. We have drawn back 
with us, by the inevitable law of association 
in cyclic return, some race, some personages 
connected with us by some acts of ours in that 
great old civilization now disappeared, and we 
cannot get rid of it ; we must raise them up to 
some other place as we raise ourselves. 

Here in America is the evidence that this 
old civilization is coming back, for in the 
Theosophical theory nothing is lost. If we 
were left to records, buildings and the like, 
they would soon disappear and nothing could 
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ever be recovered; there never would be any 
progress. But each individual in the civiliza- 
tion, wherever it may be, puts the record in 
himself, and when he comes into the favorable 
circumstances described in Patanjali, an old 
Hindii — when he gets the apparatus, he will 
bring out the old impression. The ancients 
say each act has a thought under it, and each 
thought makes a mental impression ; and when 
the apparatus is provided, there will arise that 
new condition, in rank, place, and endowment. 
So we retain in ourselves the impression of 
all the things that we have done, and when the 
time comes that we have returned, over and 
over again, through the middle ages perhaps, 
into England, into Germany, into France, we 
come at last to an environment such as is pro- 
vided here, just the thing physically and every 
other way to enable us to do well, and to 
help the others who are coming after us. One 
can almost see them; they are coming in a 
little army from the countries of the Old 
World to endeavor to improve this one; for 
here ages ago there was a civilization also — 
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perhaps we were in it then, perhaps anterior 
to the ancient Egyptian. It disappeared from 
here, when, we do not know, and it left this 
land arid for many thousands of years until it 
was discovered once more by the Europeans. 

Most of the ancient world in Europe has 
been poisoned, the land has been soaked with 
emanations, poisoned by the emanations of the 
people who have lived upon it; the air above 
it is consequently poisoned by the emanations 
from the land; but here in America, just the 
place for the new race, is an arable land which 
has had time over and over again to destroy 
the poisons that were planted here ages and 
ages ago. It gives us a new land, with vibra- 
tions in the air that stir up every particle in 
a man who breathes it, and thus we find the 
people coming from the Old World seeming to 
receive through their feet the impressions of 
an American country. All this bears upon our 
civilization and race. 

We are here a new race in a new cycle and 
those who know say that a cycle has ended and 
a new one already begun, and that ending and 
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beginning will be accompanied by convulsions 
of society and of nature, some of which have 
already taken place. 

We can all almost see the coming of the new 
cycle. Daniel said : "A time, half a time, and 
a time," and so on, and people in the Christ- 
ian system have been trying to find out when 
the time began, and that is just the difficulty. 
We do not know when the time began. And 
the only person who in all these many years 
first made a direct authoritative statement is 
Madame Blavatsky, and she said, "A cycle is 
ending in a few years, you must prepare." 
So that it was like the old prophets who came 
to the people and said, " Prepare for a new 
era of things, get ready for what you have 
to do." That is just what this civilization is 
doing. It is the highest, although the crudest 
civilization now on earth. It is the begin- 
ning of the great civilization that is to come. 
The great new civilization will be one with the 
ancient East, who has sat there silently all 
these years, holding in her ancient crypts and 
libraries and records the philosophy which the 
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world wants ; and it is this philosophy and this 
ethics, which belonged equally to ancient 
America, that the Universai« Brotherhood 
AND ThEosophicai, SociETY is putting into 
practice before the eyes of the whole world. 
It is a philosophy which can be understood 
and practised. 

It is well enough to say to a man : Do right. 
But after a while, in this superstitious era, 
he will say: Why should I do right, unless I 
feel like it? When we show him these laws, 
that he must come back in his cycle ; that he is 
subject to evolution; that he is a reincarnated 
pilgrim soul, then he will see the reason why, 
and then in order to get himself a secure basis, 
he accepts the philosophy. 



V 

EVOLUTION THROUGH CYCLIC 

RETURN 

T T has been said that the great end and aim 
•*• is the great renunciation. That is, that 
after progressing to great heights, which we 
can only do by unselfishness, we will not say 
to ourself, " I may take the ease to which 
I am entitled." For what prevails in one place 
must prevail in another, and in the course of 
progress we must come at last to a time when 
we can take our ease. But if we say, " I will 
not take it, but as I know this world and all 
the people on it are bound to live and last 
for many thousand years more, and if not 
helped perhaps might fail?— I will not take 
it, but I will stay here to aid and I will suffer, 
because of having greater knowledge and 
greater sensitiveness," — this is the great re- 
nunciation as Theosophy tells us. 
We do not often talk this way, because many 
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of us think that people will say to us, " I 
don't want it, it is too much trouble." So 
generally we talk about the fine progress, and 
how we will at last escape the necessity of 
reincarnation, and at last escape the necessity 
of doing this or that and the other ; but if we 
do our duty, we must make up our mind when 
we reach the height, when we know all, when 
we participate in the government of the world 
— not of a town, but the actual government of 
the world and the people upon it — that in- 
stead of resting in our wisdom and power, we 
will stay to help those who are left behind; 
and that is the great renunciation. That is 
what is told of Gautama Buddha, and of Jesus 
the Christ. Doubtless the whole story about 
Jesus, which can hardly be proved historically, 
is based upon the same thing that we call re- 
nunciation. He was crucified after two or 
three years* work. But we say it means that 
this divine being resolves he will crucify him- 
self in the eyes of the world, in the eyes of 
others, so that he can save men from the thral- 
dom of their lower, personal natures. G^^afc^r 
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ma did the same thing long before Jesus is 
said to have been born. The story that he 
made the great renunciation just means this 
— instead of escaping from this horrible place, 
as it seems to us. For this is indeed horrible, 
as we look at it, surrounded by obstructions, 
liable to defeat at any moment, liable to wake 
up in the morning after planning a great re- 
form, and see it dashed to the ground. In- 
stead of escaping all that, he remained in the 
world and started his doctrine, which he knew 
at least would be adhered to by some. This 
great doctrine of renunciation, which is gener- 
al to all the great World-Religions, teaches that 
instead of working for ourselves, we will work 
to know ever)rthing, to do everything in our 
power for those who may be left behind us, 
just as H. P. Blavatsky says in The Voice of 
the Silence, " Step out of sunshine into shade, 
to make more room for others." 

Is that not better than a heaven which is 
reached at the price of the damnation of those 
of our relatives who will not believe a dogma ? 
Is this not a great philosophy and a great be- 
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lief which includes the salvation and regener- 
ation, the scientific upraising and perfecting 
of the whole human family, and every particle 
in the whole universe, instead of imagining 
that a few miserable beings after seventy years 
of life shall enter into paradise, and then look 
behind to see the torments in hell of those who 
would not accept a dogma? 

What are these other beliefs compared with 
this? How any man can continue to believe 
such an idea as the usual one of damnation 
for mere unbelief is hard to comprehend. One 
would rather, were a choice required, believe 
almost anything, and be left with one's com- 
mon reasoning, than believe in such a doctrine 
as that which permits one to suppose that his 
brother who does not believe a dogma is siz- 
zling in hell while one, by simply believing, 
may enjoy one's self in heaven. 

If we turn to Buckle, a great writer of the 
English school, we find him saying in one of 
his often quoted books, that there is no doubt 
that cyclic law prevails in regard to nations, 
that they have come back apparently the same^ 
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only slightly improved or degraded, for there 
is a downward cycle included within those 
that rise; but he did not discover a law. He 
simply once more stated what the ancients had 
said over and over again. And it would seem 
that if such writers would pay a little more 
attention to the ancients, they would save 
themselves a great deal of trouble, for he ob- 
tained his law by much delving, much pains- 
taking labor, whereas he might have gotten 
the law if he had consulted the ancients, who 
always taught that there were cycles, and that 
there always will be cycles. 

A very suggestive work by a well-known 
German scientist. Dr. E. Zasse, appeared in 
the Prussian Journal of Statistics some years 
ago, powerfully corroborating the ancient 
teaching about cycles. These periods which 
bring about ever-recurring events, begin from 
small periods like ten years or so, and reach to 
cycles which require 250, 500, 700 and 1000 
years to effect their revolutions around them- 
selves, and within one another. All are con- 
tained within the Maha-Yuga, the "Great Age" 
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or Cycle of Manu's calculation^ which itself 
revolves between two eternities — the " Pra- 
layas " or Nights of Brahma. As in the ob- 
jective world of matter, or the system of ef- 
fects, the planets gravitate around the sun, so 
in the world of the subjective, or the system of 
causes, these innumerable cycles all gravitate 
between that which the finite intellect of the 
ordinary mortal regards as eternity, and the 
still finite but more profound intuition of the 
sage and philosopher views as but an eternity 
within The Eternity. "As above, so it is 
below," runs the old Hermetic axiom. As an 
experiment in this direction, Dr. Zasse selected 
the statistical investigations of all the wars re- 
corded in history, as a subject which lends it- 
self more easily to scientific verification than 
any other. To illustrate his subject in the 
simplest and most comprehensible manner, he 
represents the periods of war and those of 
peace in the shape of small and large wave- 
lines running over the area of the Old World. 
The idea is not a new one, for the image was 
used for similar illustrations by more thatv Ck\N& 
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ancient and medieval mystic, whether in words 
or pictures — by Henry Khunrath, for exam- 
ple. But it serves well its purpose, and gives 
us the facts we now want. Before he treats, 
however, of the cycles of wars, the author 
brings in the record of the rise and fall of the 
world's great empires, and shows the degree 
of activity they have displayed in the Universal 
History. He points out the fact that if we 
divide the map of the Old World into six parts 
— into Eastern, Central and Western Asia, 
Eastern and Western Europe, and Egypt — 
then we shall easily perceive that every 250 
years an enormous wave passes over these 
areas, bringing to each in its turn the events 
it has brought to the one next preceding. 
This wave we may call " the historical wave " 
of the 250 years' cycle. 

The first of these waves (in the period un- 
der review) began in China 2000 years b. c, 
in the " golden age " of that empire, the age 
of philosophy, of discoveries, of reforms. 

In 1750 B. c. the Mongolians of Central Asia 
establish a powerful empire. In 1500 b. c Egypt 
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rises from its temporary degradation and extends 
its sway over many parts of Europe and Asia; 
and about 1250, the historical wave reaches and 
crosses over to Eastern Europe, filling it with the 
spirit of the Argonautic Expedition, and dies out 
in 1000 B. c at the Siege of Troy. 

The second historical wave appears about 
that time in Central Asia. 

The Scythians leave her steppes, and inundate to- 
ward the year 750 b. c the adjoining countries, di- 
recting themselves towards the south and west ; about 
the year 500 b. c, in Western Asia begins an epoch 
of splendor for ancient Persia ; and the wave moves 
on to the east of Europe, where, about 250 b. c 
Greece reaches her highest state of culture and 
civilization — and further on to the west, where, at 
the birth of Christ, the Roman Empire finds itself 
at its apogee of power and greatness. 

Again, at this period we find the rising of 
a third historical wave at the far East. After 
prolonged revolutions^ about this time, China 
forms once more a powerful empire, and its 
arts, sciences, and commerce flourish again. 
Then 250 years later, we find the Huns appear- 
ing from the depths of Central Asva.\ vcv^^ 
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year 500 a.d. a new and powerful Persian 
kingdom is formed; in 750 — in Eastern Eu- 
rope — the Byzantine empire ; and in the year 
1000 — on its western side — springs up the 
second Roman Power, the Empire of the Papa- 
cy, which soon reaches an extraordinary de- 
velopment of wealth and brilliancy. 

At the same time the fourth wave approaches 
from the Orient. China is again flourishing; 
in 1250, the Mongolian wave from Central 
Asia has overflowed and covered an enormous 
area of land, including Russia. About 1500 
in Western Asia the Ottoman Empire rises 
in all its might, and conquers the Balkan penin- 
sula ; but at the same time, in Eastern Europe, 
Russia throws off the Tartar yoke ; and about 
1750, during the reign of Empress Catherine, 
rises to an unexpected grandeur, and covers 
itself with glory. The wave ceaselessly moves 
on further to the West; and beginning with 
the middle of the eighteenth century, Eur<^)e 
is living over an epoch of revolutions and re- 
forms, and according to the author: 
// it is permissible to prophesy, then about the 
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year 2000, Western Europe will have lived through 
one of those periods of culture and progress so 
rare in history. 

The Russian press taking the cue, believed 
that 

towards those days the Eastern Question will be 
finally settled, the national dissensions of the Euro- 
pean peoples will come to an end, and the dawn of 
the new millennium will witness the abolition of 
armies and an alliance between all the European 
empires. 

The signs of regeneration are also fast mul- 
tiplying, as everyone knows, in Japan and 
China, as if pointing to the rise of a new his- 
torical wave in the extreme East. 

If from the cycle of two-and-a-half cent- 
uries we descend to that which leaves its im- 
press every century, and, grouping together the 
events of ancient history, mark the develop- 
ment and rise of empires, then we shall find 
that, beginning from the year 700 b. c, the 
centennial wave pushes forward, bringing into 
prominence the following nations, each in its 
turn — the Assyrians, the Medes, the B^-^- 
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lonians, the Persians, the Greeks, the Mace- 
donians, the Carthaginians, the Romans, and 
the Teutons. 

After analysing the periodicity of wars, 
this author finally comes to the conclusion 
that in view of facts, it becomes thoroughly 
impossible to deny the presence of a regular 
periodicity in the excitement of both mental 
and physical forces in the nations of the world. 

TRENDS OF DESCENT AND ASCENT 

Among the ancients they had a great many 
large and important cycles. In their classi- 
fication they had a Saros and a Naros, the 
exact nature of which is not generally known 
today. The Egyptians taught that there was 
a great sidereal cycle, and this is recognized 
today, at last, as the period during which the 
sun passes through the complete circle of the 
zodiac. That is to say, if the sun occupies 
at a given date, say at the vernal equinox, a 
certain position, it takes 25,000 and odd years 
before it again occupies the same apparent 
position among the stars at the vernal equinox. 
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It is now called the cycle of precession of the 
equinoxes. 

But as the sun itself moves onward through 
space round a center, as known to the ancients, 
our real course around the sun is a spiral 
which in truth corresponds to the way in 
which cyclic law acts throughout nature. We 
ascend and descend, and re-ascend, as individ- 
uals and as races, but the culminating point 
of re-ascent on the upward-moving cycle is 
always a step higher than before. On the 
"downward" or outward cycles during the 
first half of the evolution of man on a world, 
the spirally acting septenary forces pass round 
the septenary world-chain as already said, 
each wave gradually perfecting and material- 
izing the embodied forms of conscious life 
in the different kingdoms of nature. And thus 
it happens, too, that in the lower, or physical 
world of any chain, on earth for instance, 
there are perceptible gaps in any septenary 
classification hitherto attempted by science, as 
in the seven-fold grouped tables of the chem- 
ical so-called elements. 
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It follows also from the movement of the 
sun with its attendant orbs through space, 
whether round Alcyone, or some other center, 
that the earth moves into new regions of 
space continually, into cosmic spaces where 
things are different, where the subtle invisible 
forces are different ; and thus it is that changes 
must be induced in the earth itself, for changes 
in cosmic matter in the air and the ether, in 
the new spaces traversed by the earth, must 
affect the earth and all its inhabitants. 

Just so, in the complex events of human his- 
tory, when the waves of involutionary force 
— destined to lift man from his too close 
contact with the external back to a perception 
and realization of the subtler powers latent 
within himself and nature — impinge upon 
him and stir his inmost nature, impelling him 
to action on new and higher lines, such forces 
in their recurring cycles, great or small, are 
the same yet not the same. Always there is 
some new quality in the balancing of forces 
and subtle influences, and as his material body 
becomes gradually more refined and respons- 
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ive to the administration of the indwelling sub- 
tle nature and its manifold spiritual essences, 
the more varied and beautiful will become the 
possibilities of soul expression and expansion. 

While the dark ages through which we have 
passed are in part karmic effects of prior racial 
cycles, yet they are but the stepping-stones 
on which through experience we may rise 
to better comprehension of our place in nature, 
if we take courage and learn the lessons. 

For if the cyclic truth of Reincarnation, 
one of the most self-evident laws in nature, 
be once fairly grasped, we may discern the 
importance, not only to ourselves but to the 
race as a whole (with whose destiny each of 
us is indissolubly connected) of trying to 
read, and understand something of the mean- 
ing of the dark ages. 

These ages were for Europe dark in regard 
to any true teaching publicly given on man's 
inner nature and destiny. They were not 
dark for all Europeans by any means, for the 
light some of them have shed into every nook 
and cranny of our modem life and thought 
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is brilliant indeed. Yet dark were the times 
which commenced with the murder of H)rpatia, 
since when men have scarcely dared proclaim 
their disbelief or doubt except at peril of 
torture-chamber, guillotine, or fagot. 

But who were the culprits? We are prone 
to lay these things at the door of ecclesiasti- 
cism and priestcraft. But who supported and 
succumbed to ecclesiasticism, who condoned 
and upheld it? We did. If there was a 
Teacher of the Law of Compassion some nine- 
teen hundred or two thousand years ago who 
was crucified, who crucified him? We did. 
For that matter, who killed Hypatia, or Joan 
of Arc? We did. It does not matter whether 
we were actually present at such events or 
not, we belong, most of us, to just that stage 
of human undevelopment which makes us par- 
ticipants, aiders and abettors, in them. We 
are morally responsible for all these happen- 
ings, no doubt in greater or less degree, but 
still responsible. We individually may or may 
not have been incarnated at the time of a par- 
ticular crime, but that does not affect the 
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question. Human consciousness so far as in- 
carnated through these times was in the main 
too strongly immersed in a false psychology 
and too occupied with material affairs to act 
otherwise. 

MAN NOT YET FUI.I,Y MAN 

The true view is that human consciousness 
has not fully incarnated — yet — except to 
some degree in a minority ; and thus it is still 
largely true that if you scratch a man you find 
— something else ! It is the main purpose of 
the present Fifth Great Race to effect the in- 
carnation, up to a point, of the true Human 
Soul within its bodily encasement of passions, 
emotions, and intellectualism, thus transmuting 
them, for none of these latter are Soul in any 
true sense. They are the instruments or veh- 
icles through which the soul will eventually 
absorb through ripe experience the half-tragic, 
half-humorous effects of its contact with outer 
material existence; in its turn refining and 
raising these vehicles to its own conscious 
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stature, where laws of ineffable harmony, 
beauty, and truth beyond our highest dreams 
constitute the inner keyboard of our marvel- 
ous divine nature. 

In truth we need be dismayed at nothing, 
not even at the tragedies in which we have 
taken guilty part, so long as we press upward 
and onward with a passionate belief in the 
inner beauty that resides in the awakening 
Soul of the Race. 

Long, long ago, in the initiation cr3rpts of 
remotely ancient Egypt, before the Mysteries 
commenced to degenerate gradually under the 
stress of karmic and cyclic law, and then to 
disappear, what was it we chanted over the 
prostrate form of the neoph3rte lying in that 
mystic trance, from which perchance he might 
not rise until another cycle passed: 

. . . Now in the ring, does not the past stand out 
like a sheeted fury? 

Dost thou behold the list of evil committed? 

Listen! Those echoes are the battle shouts, and 
those shrieking harsh voices are thine own saved 
against thee. 



EVOLUTION BY CYCLIC RETURN 47 

Writhe now, poor soul; alas! thou must suffer. 

See now the time has passed, and thou art lifted 
from thy ring of suffering. 

Whence comes this change? Thy shadow has 
gained intensity, and thy form person. 

Now take the key, terror-stricken dove, and un- 
lock that vast chest. 

Why tremble? Those bodies are but the victims 
which thou hast sacrificed to thy evil lusts. 

Those ghastly white staring skulls thou hast slain 
with thine own hand. 

Oh ! Those terrible bruised hearts are only those 
upon whom thou hast trodden. 

Blench not, those maimed bodies are thy handi- 
work. 

Oh ; pale face, take brave hold. Thou hast gloried 
over these deeds — why shudder now? Life taken 
is life left. 

Slain souls wait in the fields of Aanru. 

Long lost hearts burn in the oil of the lamp of 
the King. 

Hopeless maimed ones rest in the water queen's 
bosom. 

Remember not to forget, but forget to remember. 



VI 

ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE 

'PXCAVATIONS near the Pyramids show 
•*^ that long before the period of the known 
dynasties the Egyptians had attained to a re- 
finement and perfection calculated to excite 
the wonder of even the most ardent admirers 
of Grecian art. Far below the stratum of 
sand in which lay the remains gathered into 
the collections of Lepsius, Abbott, and the 
British Museum, were found buried the tan- 
gible proofs of the Hermetic doctrine of cycles. 
And since then abundant evidences have been 
found, in the Troad and elsewhere, of the 
gradual change from civilization to barbarism 
and back to civilization, and from civilization 
to barbarism again. Why then should we feel 
so reluctant to admit the possibility that if the 
"antediluvians" were so much better versed 
than ourselves in certain sciences as to have 
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been perfectly acquainted with important arts, 
which we now term lost, they might equally 
have excelled in psychological knowledge? 
Such a hypothesis must be considered as reas- 
onable as any other until some countervailing 
evidence shall be discovered to destroy it. 

Every true savant admits that in many re- 
spects human knowledge is yet in its infancy. 
Can it be that our cycle began in ages compar- 
atively recent ? These cycles, according to the 
Chaldaean philosophy, do not embrace all man- 
kind at one and the same time. Professor 
Draper partially corroborated this view by say- 
ing that the periods into which geology has 
" found it convenient to divide the progress 
of man in civilization are not abrupt epochs 
which hold good simultaneously for the whole 
human race " ; giving as an instance the "wan- 
dering Indians of America" who "are only 
at the present moment emerging from the 
Stone Age." Thus more than once scientific 
men have unwittingly confirmed the testimony 
of the ancients. 

The impenetrable veil of arcane secrecy was 
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thrown over the sciences taught in the sanc- 
tuary. This is the cause of the modem de- 
preciation of the ancient philosophies. Much 
of Plato's public teachings and writings had 
therefore to consist of blinds, or half-truths, or 
allegories, and just as Jesus spoke in parables, 
so the Mysteries were ever reserved for spe- 
cial groups of neophytes — and, needless to 
say, they did not reach the Church of the days 
of Constantine, which never held the keys 
of the Mysteries; and hence can hardly be 
said to have lost them. 

The ancient philosophers seem to be gener- 
ally held, even by the least prejudiced of 
modem critics, to have lacked that profundity 
and thorough knowledge in the exact sciences 
of which our century is so boastful. It is even 
questioned whether they understood that basic 
scientific principle : ex nihilo nihil fit. If they 
suspected the indestructibility of matter at all 
— say these commentators -^ it was not in 
consequence of a. firmly established formula, 
but only through intuitional reasoning and by 
analogy. 
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We hold to the contrary opinion. The ex- 
oteric doctrines of these philosophers as re- 
gards matter were open to public criticism ; but 
their teachings in regard to spiritual things 
were profoundly esoteric. Being thus sworn 
to secrecy and religious silence upon abstruse 
subjects involving the relations of spirit and 
matter, they rivaled each other in their in- 
genious methods for concealing their real 
beliefs. 

With the old philosophers, evolution was a 
universal theorem, a doctrine embracing the 
whole, and an established principle ; while our 
modern evolutionists are enabled to present 
us merely with speculative theoretics; with 
particular^ if not wholly negative theorems. 

The philosophers themselves had to be in- 
itiated into perceptive mysteries, before they 
could grasp the correct idea of the ancients 
in relation to this most metaphysical subject. 
Otherwise— outside such initiation — for every 
thinker there will be a " Thus far shalt thou 
go and no further," mapped out by his in- 
tellectual capacity, as clearly and unmistak^hV] 
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as there is for the progress of any nation or 
race in its cycle by the law of Karma. Much 
of current agnostic speculation on the existence 
of the " First Cause " is little better than veiled 
materialism — the terminology alone being dif- 
ferent. Even so great a thinker as Mr. Her- 
bert Spencer speaks of the " Unknowable " 
occasionally in terms that demonstrate the 
lethal influence of materialistic thought, which, 
like the deadly sirocco, has withered and 
blighted most of current ontological specula- 
tion. For instance, when he terms the " First 
Cause " — the Unknowable — a " power numi- 
jesting through phenomena," and an " infinite 
eternal Energy,** (?) it is clear that he has 
grasped solely the physical aspect of the mys- 
ery of Being — the Energies of Cosmic Sub- 
stance only. The co-eternal aspect of the One 
Reality — Cosmic Ideation — (as to its noa- 
mehon, it seems non-existent in the mind of 
the great thinker) — is absolutely omitted 
from consideration. 

Without doubt, this one-sided mode of deal- 
inig with the problem is due largely to the 
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pernicious Western practice of subordinating 
consciousness, or regarding it as a "by-pro- 
duct " of molecular motion. 

The doctrine of metempsychosis has been 
abundantly ridiculed by men of science and 
rejected by theologians, yet if it had been 
properly understood in its application to the 
indestructibility of matter and the immortality 
of spirit, it would have been perceived that 
it is a sublime conception. Should we not 
first regard the subject from the stand-point 
of the ancients before venturing to disparage 
its teachers? The solution of the great prob- 
lem of eternity belongs neither to religious 
superstition nor to gross materialism. The 
harmony and mathematical equiformity of the 
double evolution — spiritual and physical — 
are elucidated onl/ in the universal numerals 
of Pythagoras, who built his system entirely 
upon the so-called "metrical speech" of the 
Hindu Vedas. 

In the Vedas we find positive proof that so 
long ago as at least 2000 b. c, the Hindii sages 
and scholars must have been ac<\uaiTvl<^<i ^*^fi^ 
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the rotundity of our globe and the heliocentric 
system. 

In the Surya Siddhanta, slokas 29 to 34, 
we read as follows: 

In an Age, the revolution of the Sun, Mercury 
and Venus, and of the conjunctions of Mars, Saturn, 
and Jupiter, moving eastward, are 4,320,000. Of the 
Moon, 57,753,336; of Mars, 2,296,832; of Mercury's 
conjunction, 17,937,000; of Jupiter, 364,220; of 
Venus' conjunction, 7,022,376; of Saturn, 146,568; 
of the Moon's apsis in an age, 488,203; of its node, 
in the contrary direction, 232,238; of asterisms, 
1,582,227,828. 

Dividing the number of revolutions of the 
moon in an Age by those of the sun in the 
same period to obtain the number of sidereal 
lunar months per annum, we get 57,753,336-4- 
4,320,000=13.3688+. Making the same calcul- 
ation with the figures of modem science, we 
have 365. 2564-T-27. 32166=13. 3688-. 

Next take Mars and compare the relative 

lengths of the terrestrial and Martian years : — 

4,320,000-4-2,296,832=1 . 8808, the terrestrial 

^ear equaling of course 1. And by modern 
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figures, 686 . 9897^365 ,2564=1 . 8808. And so 
on. By means of this accurate knowledge of 
the planetary periods, the ancient Hindus 
divided time into ages, and could calculate the 
epochs of great conjunctions in the past and 
future. It will be observed that the key num- 
ber of these calculations is a period of up- 
wards of four million years, termed an Age. 
It is a number unknown to and undreamed of 
by modem science. And yet it is only one 
of the minor cycles known to the Wisdom- 
Religion. 

In view of the fact that we have this ex- 
tremely ancient astronomical treatise, of such 
wonderful accuracy, wealth of detail, and far- 
reaching scope, what is to be said of those 
who declare and even teach that the ancients 
were ignorant heathen ? It comes to this, that 
our modern "authorities" must plead guilty to 
one of three things: (a) wilful falsehood, de- 
ceit, and trickery; (6) unpardonable ignorance 
of their subject; (c\ self-deception sufficient 
to brand them as persons whose judgment is 
hopelessly feeble and altogether unreUaSAft., 
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We are just emerging from the bottom of 
a special cycle, and therefore in a transitory 
stage. No stronger proof of the theory of 
cyclic progression need be required than the 
comparative enlightenment of former ages 
and that of the Patristic church, as regards 
the form of the earth, and the movements 
of the planetary system. Even were other 
evidence wanting, the ignorance of Augustine 
and Lactantius, misleading the whole of Christ- 
endom upon these questions until the period 
of Galileo, would mark the eclipses through 
which human knowledge passes from age to 
age. 

SYMBOI^S OF THE PII^GRIMAGE 

According to the Arabian descriptions, 
each of the seven chambers of the Pyramids 
— those grandest of all cosmic symbols — was 
known by the name of a planet, this in its 
turn symbolizing one of the perfectly definite 
states of consciousness, plus its realm of 
super-physical objectivity or actuality. The 
peculiar architecture of the Pyramids shows 
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in itself the drift of the metaphysical thought 
of their builders. The apex is lost in the 
clear blue sky of the land of the Pharaohs, 
and typifies the primordial point lost in the 
unseen universe whence started the first race, 
or the spiritual prototypes of man. Bach 
mummy, from the moment that it was em- 
balmed, lost its physical individuality in one 
sense; it symbolized the human race. Placed 
in such a way as was best calculated to aid the 
exit of the " Soul," the latter had to pass 
through the seven planetary chambers before 
it made its exit through the symbolical apex. 
Each chamber t3rpified at the same time, one 
of the seven spheres, and one of the seven 
t)^es of physico-spiritual humanity alleged to 
be linked to our own. 

Every three thousand years, the soul, repre- 
sentative of its race, had to return to its 
primal point of departure before it underwent 
another evolution into a more perfected spir- 
itual and physical transformation. We must 
go deep indeed into the abstruse metaphysics 
of Being before we can realize the infitiitade. 
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of the subjects embraced at one sweep by the 
majestic symbolism of its ancient Adepts. 

Starting as a pure and perfect spiritual 
being, becoming far later the Adam of the 
second chapter of Genesis ; not " satisfied " 
with the position allotted to him by the Demi- 
urgos (who is the eldest first-begotten, the 
Adam-Kadmon) Adam the second, the " man 
of dust," strives in his pride to become creator 
in his turn. Evolved then out of the andro- 
gynous Kadmon, Adam thus became himself 
an androgyne; for according to the oldest 
teachings, presented allegorically in Plato's 
Timaios, the prototypes of our race were all 
enclosed in the microcosmic tree which grew 
and developed within and under the great 
mundane or macrocosmic tree. Divine spirit 
being considered a unity, however numerous 
the rays of the great spiritual sun, man has 
still had his origin like all other forms, whether 
organic or otherwise, in this one Fount of 
Eternal Light. 

Were we even to reject the hypothesis of 
an early androgynous man, in connexion with 
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physical evolution, the significance of the alle- 
gory in its spiritual sense, would remain un- 
impaired. So long as this androgyne race, 
symbolizing the two opposite principles of cre- 
ation unified, the dual male-female element, 
had no thought of good and evil he could not 
hypostasize sex. It was only when, as a re- 
sult of the evil hints of the serpent, matter, as 
the latter condensed itself and cooled on the 
spiritual man in its contact with the elements, 
that the fruits of the man-tree — who is him- 
self that tree of knowledge — appeared to his 
awakening physical understanding. From 
this moment the androgynal union ceased, and 
man evolved out of himself in course of aeons 
the present humanity. They have broken the 
unity betwen pure spirit and pure matter. 
Henceforth they will create no more spiritu- 
ally, and by the sole power of their will ; man 
has become a physical creator, and the king- 
dom of spirit can be won only by a long im- 
prisonment and experience in the illusions of 
matter. 
To begin further back. At the dawti oi ^ 
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fresh Maha-Ka^a the Invisible "assumed 
form when It called the universe (again) into 
existence'' says the Zohar. The first light is 
Its souly the Infinite, Boundless and Inmiortal 
breath ; under the efflux of which the universe 
heaves its mighty bosom, infusing Intelligent 
awakening life throughout sleeping creation. 
The second emanation condenses cometary 
matter and produces forms within the cosmic 
circle ; sets the countless worlds floating in the 
electric space, and infuses the intelligent life- 
principle into every form. The thirds pro- 
duces the whole universe of molecular matter ; 
and as it keeps gradually receding from the 
Central Divine Light its brightness wanes and 
it becomes Darkness and the Bad ; pure matter 
becomes the " gross purgations of the celestial 
fire " of the Hermetists. 

Speaking Kabalistically : When tfie Cen- 
tral Invisible saw the efforts of the divine Sdn- 
tilla (unwilling to be dragged lower down into 
the degradation of matter) to liberate itself, It 
as a necessity of Karmic Law " permitted " it 
to shoot out from itself a monad, over which, 
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attached to it as by the finest thread, the Divine 
Scintilla (the Soul) had to watch during its 
ceaseless peregrinations, from one form to an- 
other. Thus the monad was shot down into 
the first form of matter and became encased in 
stone; then, in course of time, dirough the 
combined efforts of living fire and liijing water, 
both of which shone their reflection upon the 
stone, the monad crept out of its prison to 
sunlight as a lichen. Prom change to change it 
went higher and higher ; the monad with every 
new transformation borrowing more of the 
radiance of its parent, Scintilla, which ap- 
proached it nearer at every transmigration. 
For "the First Cause had willed it to proceed 
in this order"; and destined it to creep on 
higher until its physical form became (once 
more) the Adam of dust, shaped in the image 
of the Adam Kadmon. Before undergcnng its 
earthly transformation, the external covering 
of the monad, from the mcnnent of its concep- 
tion as an embryo passes in turn, once more, 
through the phases of the several kingdoms. 
In its fluidic prison it assumes a vague res^xsi- 
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blance at various periods of the gestation to 
plant, reptile, bird, and animal, until it be- 
comes a human embryo. At the " birth " of 
the future man, the monad, radiating with all 
the glory of its immortal parent which watches 
it from the seventh sphere, becomes senseless 
(see Plato's Timaios}. It loses all recollec- 
tion of the past, and returns to consciousness 
but gradually, when the instinct of childhood 
gives way to reason and intelligence. 

At death, after the separation between the 
life-principle (astral man) and the body takes 
place, the liberated soul — Monad, exultingly 
rejoins the mother and father spirit, the rad- 
iant Augoeides, and the two, merged into one, 
forever form, with a glory proportioned to the 
spiritual purity of the past earth-life, the Adam 
who has completed once again the "circle of 
necessity." Long before this it was freed from 
the last vestige of its physical encasement. 
Henceforth, growing more and more radiant 
at each step of his upward progress, he mounts 
the shining path that ends at the point from 
which it started around the Grand Cyci^e. 
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Such is the broad outline of human destiny, 
sketched so as to show the absolutely Dual 
Nature, essentially, of every particle and or- 
ganism in the universe ; the main fact, in short, 
which modem scientific thought is reaching 
towards, but has not yet by any means fully 
grasped. Dual, that is, as having two broad 
aspects, the material and the spiritual. Triple, 
in reality, as both spirit and matter rest upon 
something within — the Rootless Root — or 
Causeless Cause, the only Reality in truth — 
all else being more or less transitory, even 
though lasting for periods so vast as to be ab- 
solutely beyond the reach of human thought. 
And Septenary, still more exactly and scienti- 
fically, owing to fundamental laws which are 
touched upon in others of these Manuals, and 
more fully treated of in The Secret Doctrine. 

The details of cyclic law are not such as 
can be given here. Many figures could be giv- 
en, having both general and astronomical sig- 
nificance, but the truth of the matter is, as has 
already been hinted, that there is no subject 
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connected with the Sacred Mysteries of Hu- 
man Fate, of Life and Death, upon which less 
has been definitely stated by the Messengers 
of the Ancient Wisdom. And for very good 
reasons, which are indeed so obrious to any 
thoughtful mind that loves the human race, 
that it seems hardly necessary to say more. 



VII 

IMPORTANCE OF PRESENT CYCLE 

npHE important thing at present for us to 
•*• know in this connexion^ is that there are 
Cycles in human destiny and in the destiny o£ 
civilized as well as of other races; and the 
world may erelong be aroused to a perception 
of the fact that the Cycle now commencing 
is one of the utmost importance to all on earth, 
because in the course of a very few years the 
whole world, whether it knows it or not will 
be obliged in a measure to take sides for or 
against the Higher Progress of the Human 
Race. People will gradually be found arrayed 
for or against the recognition of Human Sol* 
idarity as a Fact in Nature. For there is 
something in the nature of the cycle now 
breathing its Fire upon the world, something 
so compelling in its essence — withal so up- 
lifting — that everyone will be as it were driv- 
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en to make a choice within his own nature ; he 
will become clearly aware of something within 
tending to ennoble and to imbue his soul with 
some of the lost " diviner drink " of soul-life. 

The unrest of the world at its root and 
foundation (however varied the surface ed- 
dies) is a divine unrest, and belongs to a fresh 
summit gained on the great spiral stairway of 
progress. It is a Wind blowing into our hearts, 
the Wind of a better and purer life, destined 
to affect swiftly for good the advancing na- 
tions of the east and the west; although a 
touch of this Wind may complete the ruin of 
some decadent places. 

Being is an endless cycle within the one ab- 
solute eternity, wherein move numberless in- 
ner cycles finite and conditioned. Gods, " cre- 
ated " as such, would evince no personal merit 
in being gods. Such a class of beings, perfect 
only by virtue of the special immaculate nature 
inherent in them, in the face of suffering and 
struggling humanity, and even of the lower 
creation, would be the s)mibol of an eternal in- 
justice quite Satanic in character, an ever pres- 
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ent wrong. It is an impossibility in Nature. 
The cycles of the septenary evolution, in 
Septennial Nature proceed, then, as follows: 
the Spiritual or divine; the semi-divine; the 
intellectual; the passional; the instinctual, or 
cognitional; the semi-corporeal ; and the purely 
material or physical natures. All these evolve 
and progress cyclically, passing from one into 
another, in a double, centrifugal and centripetal 
way, one in their ultimate essence, seven in 
their aspects. The lowest, of course, is the 
one depending upon and subservient to our 
five physical senses (which are in truth seven, 
however). Thus far, human, animal and vege- 
table life; each the microcosm of its higher 
macrocosm. The same for the Universe, which 
manifests periodically, for purposes of the col- 
lective progress of the countless lives, the out- 
breathings of the One Life; in order that 
through the Ever-Becoming every cosmic atom 
in this infinite Universe, passing from the 
formless and the intangible, through the mixed 
natures of the semi-terrestrial down to matter 
in full generation, and then back again, re- 
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ascending at each new period higher and near- 
er the final goal — that each atom, we say, 
may reach through individual merit and efforts 
that plane where it re-becomes the one uncon- 
ditioned Aix,* But between the Alpha and the 
Omega there is the weary " Road " hedged in 
by thorns, which goes down first, then "winds 
up hill all the way, yea, to the very end." 

Starting upon the long journey immaculate ; 
descending more and more into matter, and 
having connected himself with every atom in 
manifested Space — the Pilgrim, having strug- 
gled through and suffered in every form of 
life and being, is only at the bottom of the 
valley of matter, and half through his cycle, 
when he has identified himself with collective 
Humanity. This, he has made in his own image. 
In order to progress upwards and homewards, 
the "God" has now to ascend the weary uphill 
path of the Golgotha of Life. It is the martyr- 
dom of self-conscious existence. Like Visva- 
karman he has to sacrifice himself to himself 
in order to redeem all creatures, to resurrect 
from the many into the One Life. Then he 
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ascends into heaven indeed; where, plunged 
into the incomprehensible absolute Being and 
Bliss of Paranirvana, he reigns uncondition- 
ally, and whence he will re-descend again at 
the next " coming." 

Our ignorance of the laws of Karma and 
of the scope of Cyclic Impression — ^which one 
portion of mankind calls the ways of Provid- 
ence, dark and intricate ; while another sees in 
them the action of blind Fatalism ; and a third, 
simple chance, with neither gods nor devils to 
guide them — would surely disappear if we 
would but attribute all these to their correct 
.cause. With right knowledge, or at any rate 
a confident conviction that our neighbors will 
no more work to hurt us than we would think 
of harming them, the two-thirds of the World's 
evil would vanish into thin air. Were no 
man to hurt his brother, Karma-Nemesis 
would have neither cause to work for, nor 
weapons to act through. It is the constant 
pressure in our midst of every element of 
strife and opposition, and the division of 
races, nations, tribes, societies, and uvdinvL- 
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uals into Cains and Abels^ wolves and lambs, 
that is the chief cause of the " ways of Pro- 
vidence." We stand bewildered before the 
mystery of our own making, and the riddles 
of life that we will not solve, and then accuse 
the great Sphinx of devouring us. But verily 
there is not an accident in our lives, not a mis- 
shapen day, or a misfortune, that could not be 
traced back to our own doings in this or an- 
other life. If one breaks the laws of Har- 
mony, the laws of life, one must be prepared 
to fall into the chaos one has oneself produced. 
For the only conclusion one can come to is 
that these laws of life are their own avengers ; 
and consequently that every avenging angel is 
only a typified representation of their re-action. 
Therefore, if anyone is helpless before these 
immutable laws, it is not ourselves, the arti- 
ficers of our destinies, but rather those angels, 
the guardians of harmony. Karma-Nemesis 
is no more than the (spiritual) dynamical ef- 
fect of causes produced and forces awakened 
into activity by our own actions. It is a law 
of occult dynamics that " a given amount of 
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energy expended on the spiritual or astral 
plane is productive of far greater results than 
the same amount expended on the physical ob- 
jective plane of existence." 

This state will last until man's spiritual in- 
tuitions are fully opened, which will not hap- 
pen before we fairly cast off our thick coats 
of matter; until we begin acting from within, 
instead of ever following impulses from zvith- 
out; namely, those produced by our physical 
senses and gross selfish body. Until then the 
only palliative to the evils of life is union and 
harmony — a Brotherhood in actu, united to 
self-control, and altruism not simply in name. 



There is no Religion Higher than Truth 



anb tTbeoaopbical Sodeti? 



Established for the benefit of the people of the earth 6r all creatures 

OBJECTS 

This BROTHERHOOD is part of a great and 
universal movement which has been active in all ages. 

This Organization declares that Brotherhood is a 
fact in Nature. Its principal purpose is to teach 
Brotherhood, demonstrate that it is a fact in nature 
and make it a living power in the life of humanity. 

Its subsidiary purpose is to study ancient and 
modem religions, science, philosophy and art; to 
investigate the laws of nature and the divine powers 

in man. 

« « * 

The UNivERSAt Brotherhood and Theosophicai, 
Society, founded by H. P. Blavatsky at New York, 
1875, continued after her death under the leader- 
ship of the co-founder, William Q. Judge, and now 
under the leadership of their successor, Katherine 
Tingley, has its Headquarters at the International 
Theosophical Center, Point Loma, California. 

This Organization is not in any way connected 
with nor does it endorse any other societies using 
the name of Theosopby. 



The Universal Brotherhood and Theosophicai. 
Society welcomes to membership all who truly love 
their fellow men and desire the eradication of the 
evils caused by the barriers of race, creed, caste or 
color, which have so long impeded human progress ; 
to all sincere lovers of truth and to all who aspire 
to higher and better things than the mere pleasures 
and interests of a worldly life, and are prepared to 
do all in their power to make Brotherhood a living 
energy in the life of humanity, its various depart- 
ments offer unlimited opportunities. 

The whole work of the Organization is under the 
direction of the Leader and Official Head, Katherine 
Tingley, as outlined in the Constitution. 



Do not fail to profit by the following: 

It is a regrettable fact that many people use the 
name of Theosophy and of our Organization for 
self-interest, as also that of H. P. Blavatsky, the 
Foundress, to attract attention to themselves and to 
gain public support. This they do in private and 
puUic speech and in publications, also by lecturing 
throughout the country. Without being in any way 
connected with the Universal Brotherhood and 
Theosophical Society, in many cases they permit it 
to be inferred that they are, thus misleading the pub- 
lic, and many honest inquirers are hence led away 
from the truths of Theosophy as presented by H. P. 
Blavatsky and her successors, William Q. Judge and 
Katherine Tingley, and practically exemplified in their 
Theosophical work for the \rg\\i^tv% o\. V>as!Kasxs5e5 



The International Brotherhood League 

Founded in 1897 by Katherine Tin^ley 
ITS OBJECTS ARE: 

1. To help men and women to realize the nobility 
of their calling and their true position in life. 

2. To educate children of all nations on the 
broadest lines of Universal Brotherhood, and to 
prepare destitute and homeless children to become 
workers for humanity. 

3. To ameliorate the condition of unfortunate 
women, and assist them to a higher life. 

4. To assist those who are, or have been, in 
prisons, to establish themselves in honorable posi- 
tions in life. 

5. To abolish capital punishment 

6. To bring about a better understanding between 
so-called savage and civilized races, by promoting a 
closer and more sympathetic relationship between 
them. 

7. To relieve human suffering resulting from 
flood, famine, war, and other calamities; and, gener- 
ally to extend aid, help and comfort to suffering 
humanity throughout the world. 

For further information regarding the above 
Notices, address 

KATHERINE TINGLEY 
International Theosophicai« Headquarters, 

Point I/)ma, Cau^rnia 



Booto Recommended to Xmiuinra 

For compUU Book I«x8T write to 
Ths TsiosopHxCAi. PuBUSHXMG Co., Point I/>ina, OUifomia 



Isis Unveiled (H. P. Blavatsky). 2 vols., royal 
8vo, about 1400 pages; cloth; with portrait 
of the author. Point Loma Edition, with a 
preface. Postpaid 4:6^ /Cl.^^ 

Key to Theosophy, The, (H. P. Blavatsky). 
Point Loma Edition, with Glossary and 
exhaustive Index, Portraits of H, P. Blavat- 
sky and W, Q, Judge, 8vo, cloth, 400 pages. 
Postpaid 2.25 

A clear exposition of Theosophy in form of question 
and answer, Ths Book roR Students. 

Secret Doctrine, The (H. P. Blavatsky). The 
Synthesis of Science, Religion, and Philo- 
sophy. New Point Loma Edition^Ji^ vols., roy- 
al 8vo, about 1500 pages ; cloth. Postpaid . . .td;^ / ^ •^9^ 

Voice of the Silence, The (For the daily use 
of disciples). Translated and annotated by 
H. P. Blavatsky. Pocket size, leather /I'Sk 



BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO INQUIRERS 

Mvs^ERies OF THE Heart Doctrink, The. Pre- 
pared b]r-l^therine Tingley and her pupils. 

Square 8vo, clolh--^^^ 2.00 

Paper .TT:.-.*,..^ 1.00 

A Series op Eight Pamphlets, compHsiug 
different articles in above, paper, each 

I9»E. AT Point Loma, The. Some notes by 
Katherlne ^PfsglfiXi^ Leader and Official Head 
of the Universai, Bv^^tBtsaujOD, and Theo- 
sopHicAi< Society. Tl'l.T.-. . ,45 

Reprinted from the Los Angtlts Post, Dec, 1902. 

Katherine Tingi^ey, Humanity's Friend; 
A Visit to Katherine Tingley (by John 
Hubert Greusel) ; A Study op Raja Yoga 
AT Point Loma (Reprint from the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, January 6th, 1907). 

The above three comprised in a pamphlet of 
SO pages, published by the Woman's Theo- 
sophical Propaganda League, Point Loma .. .15 

Light on the Path (M. C), with comments, 
and a chapter on Karma ; leather 75 

^'Embossed paper 25 



BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO INQUIRERS 

Bhagavad GIta (W. Q. Judge, Amer. Edition) 

Pocket size, morocco, gilt edges 1.00 

The pearl of the Scriptures of the Bast. 

Yoga Aphorisms (trans, by William Q. Judge). 
Pocket size, leather 75 

Echoes prom the Orient (W. Q. Judge) ; cloth .50 
Paper 25 

21 valued articles. Riving a broad outline of the 
Theosophical doctrines, written for the newspaper- 
reading public. 

Epitome op Theosophicai< Teachings, An 
(W. Q. Judge), 40 pages 15 

S oMenNfTRATIOlf, CvVWIkM, VB, ' ■ (W. Q. J fi dge) — TlS 

Errors of Christian Science, Some op the. 
Criticism by H. P. Blavatsky and William Q. 
Judge • , 15 

Hypnotism: Theosophicai« views on. (40 pp.) .15 

[HTMARE Tales. (H. P. Blavatsky). Newly 
illusirSf^th4txR' Machell. A collection of 
the weirdest taleS'^vcjwritten down. They 
contain paragraphs of theTrmJ^ ig^dest mys- 
tical philosophy. Cloth 7rrr>v*«,^ .60 

Paper 



BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO INQUIRERS 

Theosophicai, Manuals 
Elementary Handbooks for Students 
Price, each, paper .25; doth 35 

No. 1. Elementary Theosophy. 
No. 2. The Seven Principles of Man. 
No. 3. Karma. 
No. 4. Reincarnation. 
No. 5. Man After Death. 
No. 6. Kamaloka and Devachan. 
No. 7. Teachers and Their Disciples. 
,.^**-«No. 8. The Doctrine of Cycles 

No. 9. Psychism, Ghostology, and the 

Astral Plane. 
No. 10. The Astral Light. 
No. 11. Psychometry, Clairvoyance, and 

Thought-Transference 
No. 12. The Angel and the Demon. 

(2 vols., 35c. each) 

No. 13. The Flame and the Clay. 

No. 14. On God and Prayer. 

No. 15. Theosophy: the Mother of Religions. 

No. 16. From Crypt to Pronaos 

An Essay on the Rise and fall of Dogma 
No. 17. Earth 

Its Parentage; its Rounds and its Races 
^J^o. 18. Sons of the Firemist 
■^■■'^''^ A Study of Man 



BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO INQUIRERS 



The Path Series 

Specially adapud for inquirers in Theosophy. 
AUUSADY PUBUSHED 

No. 1. The Purpose of the Universal 

Brotherhood and Theosophicai« Socxety . . .05 

No. 2. Theosophy Generaixy Stated 

(W. Q. Judge) OS 

No. 3. Mislaid Mysteries (H. Coryn, m.d.) .05 

No. 4. Theosophy and its Counterfeits ... .05 

Na 5. Some Perverted Presentations of 

Theosophy (H. T. Edge, b. a) 05 

Thirty copies $1.00; 100 copies $3.00 

Occui^TiSM, Studies in 

(H. P. Blavatsky). Pocket size, 6 vols., 
doth; per set 1.50 

VftT 1 Pra/^fSi^oi rvnilfic^, Occu ltis m vs. the 
Occult Arts. The Blessing oi Publicity .t 

V oTi 1 ^ 1 Hypnntiim, 'p»r]e Maprir in Science. 
Signs of the Times 

Vol. 3. Psychic and Noetic Action 35 

Vol. 4. Kosmic Mind. Dual Aspect of Wis- 
dom. 35 

Vol. 5. Esoteric Character of the Gospels 35 

Ynr a Aitml — Birijitg i Cffnititntif^n ^f thj 
Inner Man 




BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO INQUIRERS 

^— — ^— — II 111 

Lotus Group Literature 

Lotus Library ^r Chii«i«en 

Introduced under the direction of Katherine Tinfley 

1. The Little Buildsrs and thcir Voyage to 

Rancl (R. N.) SO 

2. The Coming op the King (Machell) ; 

cloth, gilt edges 35 

Lotus Song Book. Fifty original songs with 

copyrighted music 50 

Lotus Song — "The Sun Temple " — wVfc 

music 15 



Cbeoeopbical peHodfcale 

CSNTURY Path. lUustifated Weekly, Edited by 
Katherine Tingh 

A Magazine devoted to/ the Brotherhood of Humanity, 

the Promulgation of Thepsophy and the Study of Ancient 

and ModiQrn Ethici^ Philosophy, Science, and Art 

Year $ 4.00 / Single copy .10 

Write for a sample coiy to 

New Century Cdrforation 

Point Lotna, California, U. S. A. 



THEOSOPHICAL PERIODICALS 

Raja Yoga Messenger. Illustrated, Monthly. 
Yearly subscription fft^ /• ^c> 

Unsectarian publication for Younjr Folk, conducted by 

a staff of pu pils of the Raja Yoga School at Ix>maland. 

Address MmrtlfP'TflKtV^9TfitftMmm^ Business Manajier 

Raja Yoga Mbsssngsk, Point Ix)ma, Caltfomia. 

Internation^ Theosophical Chronicle. 
Illustrated. \Monthly. Yearly subscription, 
postpaid . . \ 1 .00 

The TheosophVcal Book Co., 18 Bartletfs Buildings, 
Holborn CircuA Ix)ndon. E. C 

Theosophia. migrated. Monthly. Yearly 
subscription, posfbaid 1 . 50 

Universella Brode^capets Forlag, Box 265 
Stockholm 1, Swede 

Universale BruderscAapt. Illustrated, Month- 
ly. Yearly subscripti^, postpaid 1 . 50 

J. Th. Heller« Vestner\rgraben 13, Nurnberg, 
Germany. 

Lotus-KnoppEn. Illustrated. Monthly. 
Yearly subscription, postpaid 75 

A. Goud, Steentilstraat 40, ^Groningen, Holland. 

Subscriptions to the above four\Magazines may be 
secured also through the Theosophiul Publishing Co., 
Point Loma, Califomu 

Neither the editors of the above publications, nor the officers 
of the Universal Brothskhood and Theosophicax, Soci- 
ety, or of any of its departments, receive salaries or other 
remuneration. 

All profits arising from the business of The Theosophical 
Publishing Co. are devoted to Humanitarian Work. All 
who assist in this work are directly helping that cause. 
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